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Kevin Smith     Dwight Turner 

 

Don Wells 

 

Our Mission  
To provide regional leadership and education for maintaining the 
natural beauty and quality of the Upper Etowah River Watershed, 
which meets the needs of property owners, a prosperous economy and 
the environment. 

Our Vision 
A clean, beautiful, and healthy Upper Etowah River Watershed that 
serves the natural and human communities. 
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The year 2008 was an exceptional year!  UERA has gone 

through a few strategic changes in the Board, changes in 

office locations, changes in the grant activity and 

changes in the number of things accomplished.  

However through it all, the premise on which we were 

founded still goes on, unchanged. The Upper Etowah 

River Alliance Board remains dedicated to providing 

regional leadership and education for maintaining the 

natural beauty and quality of the Upper Etowah River 

Watershed while meeting the needs of property owners, 

a prosperous economy, and the environment.   

 Accomplishments in 2008 

 UERA established four new office sites.  Three satellite offices in   

Dawson County, Pickens County and the newest in Forsyth County.  

UERA Central Office:  Cherokee County  

 Memorandum of Agreement with Cherokee County Stormwater 

Department to provide educational services for the National 

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II permit 

requirements 

 Partnership with The Nature Conservancy Upper Coosa Program 

Director  

 Plan development for Online Educational Video Programs for UERA 

website 

Events in 2008 
 The 2007 Annual Meeting, February 7  

 The Fish Weir Viewing and Picnic, August 16 
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 Canoe Trips on the Dawson Forest section, May 24, June 14, 15.  

      

 Forsyth County Family Water Fest, Aug. 23.    

 Etowah River Clean-Up, October 4.                                     

    

 Dawson Forest Fund-raiser Canoe Trip, October 25.  

 Sawnee Preserve Mother & Son Outdoor Day, November 8. 

 Enviro Expo USA, November 14, 15.   

 Adopt-A-Stream Trainings 

 

Workshops in 2008 

 Advanced Stormwater Management Training, Aug. 18, Canton.  
This workshop trains engineers, design consultants, plan reviewers 

and developers to apply design techniques for low impact-style 

stormwater controls as they apply to the Etowah Habitat 
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Conservation Plan, now under review by US Fish and Wildlife 

Service.  The next trainings of this same type are Jan. 7 in Dalton, GA 

& April 29 in Athens, GA.  These trainings will be modified to reflect 

stormwater low impact design needs for those regions.  This training 

was a partnership between UERA, UGA River Basin Center Etowah 

HCP Division, US Fish and Wildlife Service, The Nature Conservancy 

and Cherokee County Stormwater Division.  

 Stormwater BMP Inspection Training, Nov. 6 & 7, Woodstock.  This 

workshop was designed to train existing stormwater bmp inspectors 

or future inspectors to understand what to look for when inspecting 

low impact and conventional stormwater control structures.  It was 

taught by certified trainers from North Carolina to North Carolina 

standards. Georgia, at this writing, does not have this type of 

training.  It is hoped that this training will help establish a 

certification program here in Georgia.  The next training is to be 

March 31 & April 1 in Cumming.  This training was a partnership 

between UERA, UGA River Basin Center Etowah HCP Division and 

The Department of Community Affairs.   

 Adopt-A-Stream Trainings. A State-level training program to train 

citizens in stream observation, chemical and biological assessment in 

order to monitor a selected stream or stream segment.  Data taken is 

included on a database on Google Earth. Six held this year. 

Federal 319 h Grant Update 

 This grant, awarded in 2006, was designed to allow UERA 

to help citizens solve nonpoint-source pollution problems on 

their property.  Those problems include, but are not limited to; 

failed septic systems; erosion problems caused by development, 
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livestock, impervious surface stormwater runoff; streambank 

re-stabilization due to stormwater runoff and absence of 

buffers; re-establishment of buffers on streambanks.  

  

Grant Funded Projects completed in 2008: 

V Funk Heritage Center Rain Garden, Waleska 
o Collects runoff from roofs & landscape preventing runoff from going into Shoal 

Creek. 

o 319 Funds-$7,000 

V Funk Heritage Center Xeriscape, Waleska 
o Establishment of drought-tolerant plants in the front of the building and re- 

landscape for stormwater control purposes. 

o 319 Funds-$7,000  

V Korvohic Septic System Repair, Ball Ground 
o Replace septic hole with functional septic system preventing wastes from 

entering the Etowah River. 

o 319 Funds-$1,350 

V Amerson Rain Garden, Woodstock 
o Extend and repair tornado-damaged rain garden which collects street and 

neighboring stormwater, preventing it from flowing into the Little River 

floodplain and the river. 

o 319 Funds-$1,204     

V Battaglia Driveway Repair, Canton 
o Repair damage to substructure of driveway caused by five neighbor home 

downspouts directing roof-top water to ownersõ driveway.  This caused 

significant erosion under the driveway and sidewalk sending large amounts of 

soil into the storm drain and to Lake Allatoona. 
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o 319 Funds-$1,063     

 

V North Metro Technical College Rain Garden #1, Acworth 
o Establishment of a rain garden designed to collect and infiltrate stormwater 

from the Horticulture Building and the extended grass way above it preventing 

stormwater from going into Lake Allatoona. 

o 319 Funds-$1,184    

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

The UERA is a 501 (c) 3 organization.  Income to support the 

budget for the UERA comes from multiple sources.   

ü Cherokee County gives the UERA an annual supplement of 

$10,000.  Other monies are requested from the four other 

counties (Pickens, Forsyth, Dawson, Lumpkin) served as 

well as the major cities within those counties.  To this 

date, no other local governmental support is given. 

ü Membership makes up a very small part of the income for 

the UERA.  It is hoped that more corporate donations will 


