Spring 2009

The Upper Etowah River Alliance is a
volunteer organization dedicated to educating
others about ways to improve and protect our
watershed.

Our Mission: To provide regional leadership
and education for maintaining the ratural
beauty and quality of the Upper Etowah
River Watershed, which meets the needs of
property owners, a prosperous economy and
the environment.

Our Vision:

To Inform and Educate Citizenry committed
to working together to conserve, sustain and
enhance the beauty and environmental health
of the Upper Etowah River Watershed.

Upper Etowah River Alliance Board

Name Appointment
Nolton Johnsord Chaird Cherokee County

Melissa Rottenberd@ Vice Chair
Robert Morrisond Treasurer
Ken Owend Secretary

Gene Cornelismd Limestone Valley RC&D
Lori Forrester

Eva Gumbert

Glenn McAllister

Mike Marchbanks

Norman Pope Pickens County

Kevin Smithd Forsyth County

Dwight Turner

Don Wells

We are still looking for board members to represent
Dawson County and Lumpkin County.

From t he
Corner

Springhas sprung and so |-,
has the Upper Etowah Rive |
Alliance! With the :
beginning of the new year we have been busier
than ever.We started the new year with a
workshop for engineers and planners in Dalton.
Next aame our Annual Meeting in February. It
was a special event in the Rock Barn in Canton.
Look for pictures and more information here in
the MeanderingsUERA also ha partnered with
the Upper Chattahoochee River Keeper tobget
gallonbarrels so that weanoffer rain barrel
construction workshops. To date, we have had
five workshops, training 60 peopded have

more planned throughout the year. So far, they
have been full with waiting lists which tells us
thatthere is an increased awareness aboutrwate
and the impacts of drought.

Meet Our Intern

e 5 Sean Thompson
Sean is working for us this summer through the
Cherokee Youth Works Program. He lives in
Woodstock with his family. Sean igunior at
Appalachian State University in Boone, NC. He
is on the Varsity Track team and also served as
the Captain of the Hurdles team afr@shman
Sean is majoring in Criminal Justice. Sean is also
an Eagle Scout. Sean expresses his love of the
environment through many hours spent
volunteering and serving orgaaimns like ours.
He loves to be out of doors and looks for any



opportunity to be out camping or hiking. He does
anything and everything for us here at UERA
including office work, landscape work and
working with rain barrel attendees.

December, 2008

i
¥z .\
e

Here he works witlDiana Threewhitt at our City Built by the Chain Gang in the

of Canton Rain Barrel Build Day. We are so 19500 s, t hi s littl e b u
happy to have Sean working with us this summer . ]

and thank Cherokee Youth Works for matching of cinder block with a face of Tate,

him to our organization. Come by and meet him! . .
g y GA marble. The windows in place

Office Update were the originals and many of the
All of our unique stormwatetatrol methods
are in place andith thedesign and installation doors and other fixtures were too.
help d Callahan Specialty Landscapasd the ) . )
Cherokee County Master Gardenens; plants The interior doors that remain have
are in the ground and growing. We have a nice keleton kevhol
mix of native plants and nematives, all drought Skeleton keynoles.
tolerant. If you come by, we have the plants
| abeled and | ater we wil -Irheh%hve'(-—:t()keced((:)osuntxggq'rqgfbI e with
plant names qnd other impqrtqnt informatipn for Commissioners had a decision to
you to take with you. Our building looks a little . o
different from when we first occupiet! iHave a make about what to do with this little

lookathowi t s changed!

building. The Upper Etowah River
Alliance was looking for a central

From Sad Little Empty Former office to call home at that time.
Poultry Disease Research Lab Chairman Buzz Ahrens thought it
might be a match, a little house on an
October 2008 Etowah riverbank and UERA. A
To UERA Office with a Spit tour was given, the match was made
Shine! and it was settled. Thiswould be

our home!



So patiently, excitedly we waited,

planned and watched as our new
office was transformed!

Being on a big outer bend in the

Etowah, all care was given to
protect, especially since
endangered fish live there.

Canton Creek
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ermission was given t(xxtpeial

stormwater landscaping to prevent

further damage to the Etowah and

to serve as a means to Educate!
The Transformation Began!

Drainage Swale!
X

A small front yard ditch was
enhanced, leveled and adorned wit
stone and plants to allow it to
collectwater from the street and let
it soak into the ground.
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ltés worki ng!
Control the roof runoff was the

next task!
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Put in a Cistern!

The plan was to use drought
tolerant plants, mostly natives. It
was decided to collect the freeain
water from the roof!

It even has its own pump and faucet!
Now there are only 3 corners left.
Build a Rain Barrel!
A 55 gallon barrel was outfitted to

collect stormwater from the back
corner roof and put in place.

A 550 gallon cistern, placed above
ground for all to see, collects water
from 260 sq ft of roof to use as a
source of water for our plants.

Two Corners to go!
Build some Rain Gardens!

Rain Gardens are concave
depressions planted with drought
tolerant plants.



