Winter 2009

The Upper Etowah River Alliance is a
volunteer organization dedicated to educating
others about ways to improve and protect our
watershed.

Our Mission: Provide regional leadership,
resources, consultation, training asdlicational
materials to protect, conserve, and enhance the
natural resources of the Upper Etowah river
basin for present and future generations.

Our Vision: To Inform and Educate Citizenry
committed to working together to conserve,
sustain and enhandeet beauty and
environmental health of the Upper Etowah River
Watershed.

Upper Etowah River Alliance Board

Name Appointment
Nolton Johnsord Chaird Cherokee County

Melissa Rottenberd Vice Chair
Robert Morrisond Treasurer
Ken Owend Secretary

Gene Corneli®nd Limestone Valley RC&D
Lori Forrester

Eva Gumbert

Glenn McAllister

Mike Marchbanks

Norman Pope& Pickens County

Kevin Smithd Forsyth County

Dwight Turner

Don Wells

We are still looking for board members to represent
Dawson County and Lumpkin County.

From t he
Corner

We are fast approaching oy . -,
year anniversary! We
moved into our new home L:

office one year ago in December. It has been a
busy, productive and exciting year. | remember
saying to my Boar dwill hat
comeo. What | meant
permanent office site, people will begin to come,
to notice and to join us. It has been wonderful!
We now control 100% of the stormwater on our
grounds in demonstration rain gardens, swales
(working ditctes), porous parking and walking
pads and a rdesigned storm ditchThe best

thing is that these applications passed the test,
the stormwater test that is. During the 500 year
storm eventour office site, on the banks of the
Etowah, did not send one droprain water to

the Etowah in an uncontrolled manner. People
are coming to see. We hosted the Georgia
Association of Water Professionals for a tour and
lunch as well as the Etowah Basin Advisory
Council for another tour. Later this month a
home schoofjroup will come by for a tour. The
grounds are open for anyone to comeahy

have a look. | am hoping that in the New Year
we will receivedonationghat will allow usto

build a kioskshowing designs and other
information about the site. Th@sk would also
containfreec d éoataining withinformation

about thesiteincluding drawings of each of the
features on the groundglant and vendor lists

and howeach of these unique structul&'s are
proud to be working with The Nature
Conservancy, Coca Cola and the World Wildlife
Fund to create other stormwater and soil
stabilization sites similar to the work we did with
TNC with funds from Coca Cola on our office
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site. These sites will be situatechatv canoe
launch sites on the Etowah.

We are currently working with Mountain
Conservation Trust, Mountain Stewards and with
county and cities throughout the watershed to
look into putting canoe launches along the
Etowah. The Nature Conservancy and ti& U
Fish and Wildlife Service are providing support
and expertise in this procesi.is truly

wonderful to see so many work toward the goal
of helping all of us be able appreciate the beauty
and unique qualities of our Etowah from her
wat er so6 pVeerwsl keepcybuipesed on
our progress.

Board Member
Two of our board members have receive honors
worth recognizing.

o A\

¥ S ,'IEDon Wellsreceived the
WSB-TV 2009Cox ConserveHero Award.

Don was nominated for the program and selected
as a finalistout of 70 nomineesy local
environmental leaders and ultimately choss

the winner after he received the most votes in an
online public poll. The awad was given for his
work with the Mountain Stewarda,non profit
organization he founded ailitsdpresident

Don séd, fiwWe formed this organization to s&
money, design and build trails, as well as to
maintain the areas. V@& been building tails for
five years and continu® do so.By the end of

this year, we will have dilt 28 miles of trails

open to the publiz Don also establishetie
Mountain Stewards Trail Tree Project, which
involveslooking into the curious "bent trees"

that peppeour forests This workhas lead to a
National effort to explore their origins.

¢ Lori Forrester received
the 2009Public Works Employee of the Year
Award. Lori works for Cherokee Water and

Kudoods:

Sewer Authority where she is a chemisshe has
done extensive analysis of the Etowah water for
the Authority and also does extensive
educational work for both the Authority in
partnership with the UERA. She leads the
Adopt-A-Stream program and our educaiil
programs and for that we are grateful.

Well done and well deserved Don and Lori! We
are proud to have you on our Board and to see
the good work you do in our watershed.

Meet Our New AJIEance Employeé

» Deborah Millsap
comes to UERA fromhe Etowah HCP
Outreach position that she held for this
last year. Deborah has a masters degree
from theIndiana University School of
Public and Environmental Affairs in
Environmental ScienceShe has worked
with the US Fish ad Wildlife Service as

a Wildlife Biologist in Indianaandalso

is an Ecological Toxicologis We are
thrilled to have someone with such
credentials working with us on our grant
program and for our Alliance needs. She
has two collegeage children and lives in
Jasper.Welcome to the fany,

Deborah!

Meet A Volunteer
A B T
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Linda Teachey

Linda is a horticulturalist who lives in
Woodstak with her husbandsidand sonloren
and a daughter who is in colledgénda not only
helps aroundhte office gardens, she has helped
with our rain barrel classes, in school
presentationbas done a lot of work in the office
gardens, including doing all of the labels with
the names of the plants in the gardshe is
becomingcompletelyindispensible. She is
currently looking for work in the horticulture



field, but secr etwosk, I ho
so she will keep helping me and the Alliance. Is
that bad or what?

| do appreciate all the help that Linda is giving
the Alliance and hope that she will be able to
continue after she finds work.

If you would like to help out around the office or
at any of our educational events or other events :
and activities, just | et
to put you to work doing what you like to do.

Meet Our Intern

by

lla Kennedy As with all gardens, it is a work in progress and
The UERA and the Etowah HCP Outreach will continue to change and grow.

Coordinator shared intern lla Kennedy. She Other happenings at the office include having 14
came to us from Kennesaw State University rain barrel workshopsince Februaryduring
Political Science Depar tyhghe hefed 150pebbfe foloff tRef
candidate in Mediation. For the UERA, lla homes with 55 gallon rain barrelsSeveral, like
worked on grant writing, helping us to locate Mr.Vicznesky, have comizequently. We thank
grants that are appropriate for our needs. Sheis  coca Cola Worldwide and the Chattahoochee
currently helping in the writingf two Federal River Keeper for getting us involved in the rain
319 grants. She will be graduating in the next barrel building efforts.

few weeks and will end her term of service with We alsooffer Adopt-a-Stream trainingunder

us. We will miss her energy, helpfulness and the leadership of Board members, Lori Forrester,
interest in what we do here. We wish her well Kevin Smith and Melissa Rottenberg. They have

and hope she will come back and volunteer inthe  gypanded our monitoring training to include
future. monitoring for bacteria in our streams.

Office Update

Last month, October, the office was awarded the
Yard of the Month by the City of Canton.

+ (ITY OF CANTON o

- YARD OF - = Our office is also used for meetings of Cherokee
THE MONTH JESSERESSEY Transitions Green, a group of lodalsiness

' people working to provide information to the
people in the community about the availability of
green practices that are local and can help save
money and energy. They-sponsored the first
Save Energy Sa/Money Summit with

Cherokee County Commissioner Karen Bosch
Our yard certainly i snotformunigipaktiest Theyralgd hosted thest i s a

working yard with a stormwater job to do and Choosing Green festivat Canton giving
yet, it still looked prettyas you can see in the citizens an opportunity to seendor&displays
pictures above and below. that pertain to green practices.

The UERA office is a busy place and a center of
education that hopefully will continue to be a
place of learning and fun for a long time to
come. Thank you Cherokee County Board of
Commissioners for providing this space for us!



319 Grant Update
Current Grant: Work has begun otwo new
projects with the City of Canton that will correct
endof-pipe stormwater and erosion issusrsd
reduce the amount of stormwater going into the
storm drains. We also have a new Xeriscape
Butterfly and Hummingbird garden and
Stormwater Control project going in at the new
Forsyth County Library. The Forsyth County
Master Gardeners are the recipients. Because
this project is next to Settingdown Creek, we feel
it is a great place to protect. If our money holds
out, we hope to do several more septic tank
repairs and possibly help restore a
streambank/roadway area in dttstock that was
damaged in the flood.

New Grants. | am writing two new Federal 319
grant applicationsThey both have to do with
monitoring the rivers for pollutants from
municipal and agricultural sites and stormwater
volume reduction from those sarsiges in order

to control pollutant runoff.They are due
November 30.

| have also applied for a Fish and Wildlife grant
to stabilize the bank of the Etowah next door at
the American Legion. Itis one we have applied
for before, but with modifications.

Having just met with the folks from World
Wildlife Fund, The Nature Conservancy and
Coca Cola Worldwide, | am looking forward to
be able to do more projects in partnership with
these esteemed groups to help watershed and
demonstrate more unique storater practices
throughout the watershed.

Recreation!

Halloween was to be a canoe trip in the Dawson
Forest section of the Etowah River, but it was a
miserable day, cold and rainy. We had almost
thirty folks signeduptogol di dnodt
cancelltAp pal achi an

was going to
donate all of the money from the trip to the
Alliance and | knew this would be our last canoe
opportunity for 2009! So, | made an executive
decision to reschedule to Sunday, November 1.
The day was beaiful!!! It was sunny, with a

fall chill in the air and water at a level that was

Wanr
outfitte

higher than | have ever seen, but still safe
enough to travel on. Unfortunately not everyone
could make it, but we had a groapabout 12
intrepid

and eveme n costume

' e We werearmed
W|th trash bags to clean up where we callthg
the way We could tell how high the river got
during the flood because some logs were lodged
in trees 10 to 12 feet
Board members Mike Marchbanks agevin

Smith helped lead everyone on a most wonderful

that makes up our wonderful Etowah and hope
that it will continue to be there for us to enjoy for
generations to come.

Coming Up!

Classes! The date for the nexRain Barrel
building workshops December 191t is our last
one for this yearFor $20 you get a 55 gallon
barrel that we help you put together and water
for your garden, free! The classheldat our
office. Call and reserve your space today, 10 to
a class, 70-704-5479.
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Adopt-A-Stream Trainings are now being held
here at the office. UERA has adopted Canton
Creek where it flows into the Etowah just above
the office. If you have anewgroup that wants to
be trained or an existing group that needs re
certificaion we can take care of you at the office
or at your streamCall Lori Forrester to
schedule a training sessiafY.0-355-6477.

Annual Meeting: 2009 In Review

One night in thenonth ofFebruarywe will hold
our Annual Meeting. We are looking for a date
now and will let you know.There will be great
food, awards, a wonderful speaker amdilent
auction againl think it is safe to say that we
might even have moifein than river otters at

play.

New Members:

Liz Porter

Susan and Jay Wright
Aylin Lewallen

Lesley Ann Symington
Linda Teachey
Valerie Oliver

Dan Huth

George McClure

Stan Hall (Returning)
Keep Pickens BeautififRenewal)

Wish List for Our Offices

Picnic Table

Audio system

Flat Screen Monitor

Collapsible chairs

Desk lamps

A 4wd vehicle( a hybrid would be
great)

All donations are taxdeductible.

If you have any of the above listed items or
others, please contact me at 770045479
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Join the Alliance

Membership Information
Name

Address

Phone
Email

Amount; $

Volunteer Interests:

___Education ___ Office Work
__ Recreation ____ Website

__ Events __ Public Relations
Student Membership

$15, includes

* Email Newsletter
*Invitation to Annual Meeting
*Available to Purchase

Shopping Bag

Tickets to Annual Picnic
Supporting Membership
$25 per year, includes
* Email Newsletter
* Shopping Bag with Logo (one per
membership)
* Free Tikets to Annual Picnic
* Invitation to Annual Meeting
Lifetime Membership
$500
*All of the above benefits plus a listing on our
Life Member Board of Distinctioand special
recognition and opportunities to participate in
events free of charge.
Corporate Membership
See the website for details.
Go to the websiteyww.etowahriver.org
and join today!
Please remember UERA in enef-year
giving!
If you would like to volunteer on one of
our committees or with office sk,
please email us through the website

dminick@etowahriver.org

The Alliance is looking for retired
teachers to help on the Education
Committee.



http://www.etowahriver.org/
mailto:dminick@etowahriver.org

Remember,
| f you donot
make adifference é .

Our Sponsors

hi el imektshévalley Rdbource

Conservation and
Development Council
# Natural Resource
Conservation Service
¥ CherokeeCounty Board of
Commissioners
¥ Cherokee County
Department of Engineering
& Stormwater
€ Cherokee County Water
and Sewer Authority
¥ Cherokee County School
System
“¥ Pickens County

“ MACTEC



